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THE
EDITORS

SPEAK
lian artists produced fauna related cards, and several 
are identified in a brief comment in this edition.   
The theme concludes with a look at other collector 
items featuring Australian fauna, and Phil Edwards 
writes about the trade card series of ‘Australian Birds’ 
issued by Macrobertson Ltd between 1910-17.  Phil 
weaves the story of these ‘rare’ and beautiful cards 
into his love of birds and the need to protect endan-
gered species.
Elsewhere, the artistic competence of Praetorius is 
further illustrated with an examination of his post-
cards which were issued to mark the visit of the 
American Fleet to Australia in 1908.  The author, in 
part, questions how many variations of these cards 
exist. A pie at the footy has long been a part of the 
spectator culture of Aussie Rules.  So, an article on the 
Dinkum Pies, 1974 series of ‘Footballer of the Week’ 
cards is particularly topical.  This was an incomplete 
set, and Francis Doherty speculates on the footballers 
who may have featured on a card, if the set had been 
completed.   Francis has a wealth of knowledge on 
footy cards and we hope he can be a regular 
contributor to the Newsletter.
A wealth of knowledge is also evident in the article 
on 19th Century Cricket cards by that inveterate 
researcher Steve Fleming.  Part 1 of Steve’s detailed 
account is included in this edition.  
The letters to the editors section was a hit and com-
ments from readers suggests that this section will 
provide a great avenue to share and exchange infor-
mation and tap into the vast ‘cartophilic’ knowledge 
possessed by many of our members.  Answers in this 
edition on the Futera Cricket Heritage Collection and 
the 1963 (or ’64) Scanlon football card wrappers, 
reinforce this point.
The Newsletter is an important vehicle to share views, 
opinions and information on collections with fellow 
members, so here is another appeal for contributions 
and articles, especially from our postcard collecting 
fraternity.  One of the editors, not a postcard collector, 
nor does he claim ‘the knowledge’ has tried his hand 
at a postcard article, or two – which goes to show, we 
will consider publishing any article we receive!    

Bob Ferris and Graeme Dickenson

It has been a demanding but very rewarding few 
months since we took on the joint editorship of the 
Newsletter.   We meet regularly and living in adjoin-
ing suburbs helps in this regard.  Like all good 
unions, there is a division of labour - Graeme is the 
technical guru and handles the layout and design 
(and does a superb job), Bob is the wordsmith.  
Despite a few glitches we were pleased with the 
‘new look’ April edition and several positive com-
ments were received from readers – these were 
much appreciated, particularly a congratulatory 
note from Jodi Bridges. 
A concern was raised over the small selection of 
postcards reproduced for the last auction and the 
problem this posed for members who use the 
images to make bidding decisions.  This editorial 
decision was made to maximise the space available 
for articles/contributions from members.  However, 
we appreciate the comment and for members 
interested, a complete list of postcards for auction 
can be e-mailed to them.  Just let one of the editors 
know!
The number of items offered for auction this time 
round is particularly encouraging with several 
hundred cards to tempt members.  Those involved 
with the organisation of this part of the Society’s 
activities do a great job.
Thanks to those members who responded to the 
request to revise/remove their entries in the “For 
Sale, Wanted & Swap” section of the Newsletter.  
Some members also took the opportunity to supply 
a ‘detailed advertisement’ and these have been 
published.   
The image on the cover by ‘Prae’ announces Austra-
lian Fauna as the theme for this edition and the first 
part of the Newsletter includes articles on trade 
cards and postcards related to this theme. 
In the early 1900’s several Australian artists contrib-
uted to cards which depicted Australian fauna.  
Among these artists was Hans Praetorius.  Although 
one of the lesser known artists, Praetorius was very 
talented and this edition begins with an article on 
his native animals and bush life postcards.  
Spurred on by a spirit of nationalism, other Austra
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT JUNE 2016
 
I have just finished re-reading the book: “Burning 
Bright”, the autobiography of our Society’s first Life 
Member, the late Edward Wharton Tigar. His S.O.E 
wartime and later black-market and diamond 
business exploits are Boy’s Own material. All the 
while he was compiling the largest cigarette/trade 
card collection in the world (as listed in The Guin-
ness Book of Records), which, on his death in 1995, 
was, to a large extent, bequeathed to the British 
Museum. However it was one of the last paragraphs 
in his book that caught my eye, it read:
 
“I fully realize that there are those who think, and 
always think, that people must be very odd to 
devote time, effort and money to the collection of 
such things as stamps, match-box labels and ciga-
rette cards. For me, my collection has not only 
afforded countless hours of pleasure, but in a busy 
business career it provided a diversion and relax-
ation in times of stress. So often I found that prob-
lems which seemed insoluble could be tackled with 
a fresh mind after an evening pouring over the 
origin of a single card or classifying some rare 
series.” 
 
This has been a contention of mine for many years 
and it is comforting to know that Edward, the doyen 
of cards, had those same thoughts. I am sure what 
he has written will ring true to all of you who are 
reading these words and can closely relate to his 
sentiments regardless of what you collect.
 
We have a copy of “Burning Bright” in the Society’s 
library. It is well worth a read.
 
One of my personal pleasures is the knowledge that 
I was fortunate to have known Edward and still 
remember how this brilliant man, in his late 70s, 
became a kid again when he spotted a couple of, 
previously unknown to him, tobacco items in my 
room and hastily pulled out a pencil and a little pad 
and recorded the relevant information for inclusion 
in one of his upcoming card World Indexes (or 
should that be “Indices”?).
 
On a fiscal matter, due to increased costs of having 
our sheets, binders and dividers manufactured, we 
have had no other course than to increase the prices 
of these items, just to cover the cost of manufacture. 

The new prices are shown inside this issue. The 
GOOD NEWS is that we now hold ample supplies 
of all items.
 
What are the odds of two of our members being 
featured in the two Victorian episodes of “Sir 
Tony Robinson’s Time Walks” TV programme? Did 
you recognize our Vice President, Cliff Mitchell 
(the old ‘sharpie’) in the Melbourne episode and 
the ‘King’ of Bendigo, Dennis O’Hoy, showing 
Tony around the town in the Bendigo episode?
 
Look forward to seeing you all at the July Fair.

  
 Eric

LIFE MEMBER JODI
A mighty big thank you to the ACS Committee 
for bestowing Life Membership on me, it is a 
great honour indeed, and, congratulations to the 
new editors, I thoroughly enjoyed the newsletter, 
it really did look great, well done and am looking 
forward to many more. 
 Cheers,

Jodi 
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NEW PRICES FOR OUR SHOP 
ITEMS.

As mentioned in the President’s Report, due to the 
increased cost of producing our sheets, binders and 
dividers,  we have had no option other than to 
increase the prices of our products to, at least, cover 
the cost of their production.

The new prices are as follows:
Plastic Sheets.   Members      -    $12  for 10   
                               Non-members - $15. for 10.
Binders.               Members      -     $18 each      
                              Non-members  -  $20 each.
Dividers             Members      -     $15 for 10    
                             (Increase of $1 per divider*)
                              Non-members  - $18 for 10.
 
* This  increase is due to the fact that when we 
purchased our initial supply, the manufacturers were 
able to use some obsolete stock they had on hand. 
When we recently ordered the new stock, the obso-
lete material was exhausted and new material used. 
Their cost for producing the dividers is in excess of the 
$1.50 per unit we are charging and it is debatable as 
to whether we continue with this line when the 
current stock is gone. This will, of course, depend on 
how the dividers sell at the new price. 
        
The good news is that we now have a healthy supply 
of all the above items. 

John Dickenson

THE CARTOPHILIC SOCIETY 
AND THE DIGITAL WORLD

In recent years a number of initiatives have been 
undertaken to ensure that the Cartophilic Society 
keeps in touch with many and varied ways that 
people communicate in the digital world. 
To keep abreast of changes in the way people 
communicate we have developed a website and a 
Facebook page, and on these sites you will find 
out a lot of information about the Cartophilic 
Society and the things that interest us all.
Our Website contains detailed information about 
the Cartophilic Society, upcoming meetings and 
card fairs, complete details of what is in our shop, 
and links to other websites that might be of 
interest to members.  And it contains an email 
facility for you to contact us.
Our Facebook page also allows us to immediately 
inform members, and others, about what is hap-
pening in the collecting world, including upcom-
ing events, other items of interest and new card 
releases.   
Facebook users will know that Facebook sites and 
posts can be “liked”.  We currently have over 120 
people that “like” our site - and every time we post 
something new to our site these people learn 
about it.  In addition there are many more people 
who “visit” our site just for a look - these people 
may have searched (googled) for a word or topic 
and been directed to our Facebook page or 
website for information about that topic.  
Statistics provided weekly by the Facebook 
organisation indicate that in recent weeks we 
have been getting hundreds of people visiting our 
site. 
Big deal? Yes it is, because awareness of the 
Australian Cartophilic Society is increasing.  It is  
also important because it attracts interest in our 
hobby and in attracting new members.
We have some exciting initiatives to implement 
over the next few months – stay tuned!

August Edition Olympic Games 5



ARTISTIC POSTCARDS BY HANS PRAETORIUS  
Of the many cigarette card sets produced by Sniders & 
Abrahams, my favourite is the series of “Animals and 
Birds” because of my interest in Australian fauna and 
for the realism of the artwork.  There are 60 cards in the 
set and the images are reproduced from watercolours 
done by the Melbourne artist Hans Praetorius for the 
Melbourne printing company, Osboldstone & Co.  The 
watercolours were commissioned for the purpose of 
being published on cigarette cards.  The watercolours 
(and cards) are signed Prae.

Praetorius was also responsible for the illustrations on 
the “Animals” set of Sniders & Abrahams cards.  Again 
the original artwork was commissioned by Osbold-
stone & Co.  Both sets of cigarette cards are quality art 
in miniature.

The illustrations on the Sniders & Abrahams cigarette 
cards are only one dimension of Praetorius’ artistic 
output.  While he was one of the lesser known postcard 
artists, he was nevertheless talented, and several of his 
paintings were reproduced as attractive postcards 
around 1908.  

One postcard series was based on life in outback 
Australia and the other, on Australian fauna.  The 
distinctly Australian content of both sets makes the 
cards particularly collectable.

There are six cards in the Australian Life series: Hunting 
the Kangaroo; A Tragedy of the Drought; Colonial 
Experience; Bail-Up!!; A Danger of the Bush and Yarding 
Cattle. 

The State Library of Victoria has five of the Australian 
Life postcards in its collection (not Yarding Cattle) all of 
which were published by the Victorian Stamp Market, 
Melbourne (V.S.M.).

It was not unusual for Australian fauna to feature on 
postcards in the early 1900’s and several artists contrib-
uted to this theme.  However, in my opinion it is the 

images of Australian birds and animals by Praetorius 
in his fauna series that are particularly fine.  The 
postcards of birds are: Lyre Bird; Black Swan; Love 
Bird; Sulphur Crested Cockatoo; Emu and Laughing 
Jackass.  While the animals are: Tasmanian Wolf; 
Dingo; Wombat; Ringtail Opossum; Native Bear and 
the Great Kangaroo.  

For each postcard the common name of the animal 
or bird is given and is followed, in brackets, with the 
scientific name.
  
The State Library has two of the bird postcards (Lyre 
Bird and Love Bird) and both were published by the 
Oceanic Stamp & Postcard Co. (Sydney) (O.S. & P.C. 
Co.).

It would appear that both series of postcards were 
published by the V.S.M. and O.S. & P.C. Co.

The inspiration for the Australian Fauna and the 
Australian Life series postcards were the illustra-
tions found in three small booklets by Praetorius 
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The “Our Birds” booklet has 7 pages (19 x 24 cm) with 
six coloured illustrations, inset on the page within a 
floral border.   Each illustration is headed ‘Australian 
Fauna’ together with the name of the bird (common 
and scientific) and are signed H. Praetorius, other than 
the Lyre Bird which is signed Praetorius.  Beneath each 
illustration is a verse, appropriate to the illustration. 
The booklet was meant as a gift and the first page is 
designed to record “From” and “To”.  On the rear cover is 
the following notation: “Manufactured by C.O. 
Petersen, Melbourne, Australia, for the V.S.M., 
Melbourne, and O.S. & P.C. Co., Sydney”.

 The “Our Animals” booklet also contains 7 pages and 
the coloured illustrations are headed ‘Australian Fauna’, 
together with the name of the animal (common and 
scientific) and each is signed H. Praetorius.  Below each 
illustration is a verse.  Details of the rear cover as 
above. (note: The Great Kangaroo is missing from the 
State Library collection)

The third booklet, “Bush Life”, follows the same format 
as the other two, however as well as a H. Praetorius 
signature, the illustrations are dated ‘07’.   Each illustra-
tion is given added life by the verse beneath it, espe-
cially those featuring the work of A.B. Paterson.  For 
instance, the verse on “Colonial Experience” reads:

While some of his artistic output is in the public 
domain, there is little information available about 
Praetorius himself.  What is known is that he arrived 
in Melbourne aboard the S.S. Somersetshire on 21 
February 1879 as a young man of 21.  He was born 
in Buckenbung in the Principality of Schaumburg-
Lippe (until 1946 a small state in Germany).  On his 
application for naturalization in 1913 Praetorius 
gave his address as East Prahran, his nationality as 
German and his profession as a Commercial Artist.   
An electoral roll entry indicates that from 1914 until 
his death he lived at 41 Barret Street, Albert Park 
and his occupation as artist.  Praetorius died in 1926 
after a long illness.

Thanks to State Library of Victoria.  Special thanks to 
Fiona Jeffrey, Picture Collection Librarian for her 
assistance. 

Praetorius was also involved in another publication, 
providing the illustrations for a nature story book for 
young children, entitled “Tommy’s ride on the emu” by 
J. A. Fletcher which was published around 1922 by 
Whitcombe & Tombs.  The small book of 32 pages 
contains nine black/white illustrations by Hans G. 
Praetorius.

“He was always his mother’s idol, since ever 
his father died;  
And there isn’t a horse on the station that 
he isn’t game to ride!” 

A.B. Paterson.

R. Ferris

which were published in 1907 by the Melbourne 
company, C.O. Petersen.  The booklets are:
A Greeting From Sunny Australia: Our Birds
A Greeting From Sunny Australia: Our Animals.
A Greeting From Sunny Australia: Bush Life.
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MACROBERTSON’S 
AUSTRALIAN BIRDS SERIES

I developed an interest in Australian Birds when I 
was in early High school, having emigrated from 
the UK as a ‘Ten Pound Pom’ in 1974.  We lived in 
Ringwood and the Mullum Mullum Creek  was my 
‘escape’ from stress, being just a hundred metres 
or so down the road.

 One of my closest school buddies (also a recently 
arrived Pom) and myself, found we shared a love 
of natural history. Being new to the country, we 
were both keen to  learn about the  incredible 
diversity of birds that were right at our doorstep. 
Blue Wrens, Red Browed and Gold Finches, Thorn-
bills, Rosellas, Honeyeaters,  and once even, an 
Eastern Shrike Tit could be seen in the dense 
blackberry bushes that were then alongside much 
of the creek. It is a sad reality that due to a combi-
nation of clearing and the introduction of the 
invasive Indian Mina Bird, that many of these 
species’ territory has been pushed further out 
from these  ‘green wedge zones’ in the eastern 
suburbs of Melbourne. 

In later years I have rediscovered my love for 
birds. I even recently joined the volunteer 
program for the supplementary feeding of the 
critically endangered Helmeted Honeyeater 
which live only  in the Yellingbo Conservation 
Reserve near Woori Yallock. It’s a great feeling to 
be doing something practical to help these birds 
get a foothold back from extinction. It’s also a 
great thrill to see these little guys in the wild, and 
I have to pinch myself to remember they are the 
only colony known to exist on the planet!
This leads me to one of my favourite, and possi-
bly the rarest, sets of cards in my fauna collection. 

The lovely  Australian Birds Series issued by Macrobert-
son Confectionery, according to the Australian and 
New Zealand Index (RB30) sometime between 1910-
1917.  I am fortunate to have the complete set of 24 
which has taken me some ten years to collect. I am not 
sure how many other sets would exist out there, and 
actually wonder if perhaps I might have the only 
complete set in existence?  Surely not! 

I drew a blank trying to research this set. I would have 
hoped to find some newspaper advertising that might 
have given us a more exact dating for when this series 
was issued. It is a shame that since the backs of the 
cards are plain, there is no brand information that 
might have given us more information about what 
confectionary brand(s) these cards were inserted in. I 
am hoping someone from the club might be able to 
write in and supply some missing links to this rare 
early series. I would love to know for example who the 
Artist was, who was commissioned to prepare the 
proofs that have given us such rich colour and beauti-
ful lithographic images that are immediately evident 
and characteristic of all of these early Macrobertson 
series (except the Sports of the World series which are 
plain).

With so many species of Australian Birds to choose 
from and only having 24 subjects to select, one won-
ders what the criteria for selection were.  The set 
consists of birds from many different groups. 
Parrots/Parakeets (6) Finches (2) Birds Of Prey (2) 
Bower Birds (2) as well as Iconic Species Like the Lyre 
Bird, Kookaburra and Magpie. No Water Birds have 
been included.
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